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Introduction:

Perhaps you too have heard the account of an interview with the bookkeeper for a very wealthy man who died.  “Is it possible to know how much he left behind,” the interviewer asks.  “Yes, it is possible,” responded the bookkeeper.  “I can tell you right now…..He left behind every penny!”  The rich man’s accountant was testifying to the truth of Scripture that reminds every living person of this glaring truth: 
1 Timothy 6:7-8   For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.
Money and the possessions it can buy, are of interests to all people.  Even those who take a vow of poverty or seek to shun earthly possessions, make known their obsession with material wealth.  Both the obscenely wealthy and the obsessive frugal demonstrate the belief that wealth, in and of itself, has the power to make us happy or miserable.  But God reveals that this is not at all the case.   When Jesus was asked to arbitrate a dispute over inheritance…… 
Luke 12:15  ……He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions."

Jesus spoke constantly about money and so did Solomon.  If we are not wise about money we are never truly wise.  By this I do not mean a worldly wisdom about how to acquire it, invest it and spend it.  I refer to God’s wisdom concerning wealth.  That wisdom begins like all wisdom.  

Proverbs 1:7  7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

Before you say, I have heard this verse all my life, let me draw you into it just a bit further and explain its fundamental assertion;  “You will never have accurate knowledge about anything until you consider God’s opinion to be the final word on the subject.”  To fear God is to hold him in highest regard.  To be in awe of His knowledge which is supreme and untainted.  And, it is not only correct, but given to reveal His Nature and benefit those who honor and esteem Him worthy to be heard and followed.   Our fool in proverbs does not just despise wisdom and instruction.  He despises God’s wisdom and instruction.   Before we begin to hear God on this issue, let’s pray for hearts to yield to His wisdom before we even hear it.   PRAY
James 1:9-12  9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position;  10 and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.  11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.  12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
We need God’s perspective on trials and difficulties.  James has already given those to us in the opening verses of this book.  God tells us how to think about the bad events of the past and how to embrace the events of the future.   Through our circumstances, God to reveal Himself to us and proves His love for us. 
We face “various trials”  or a “variety of difficulties” in this life.  Many of those trials have something to do with money and possession because we are living in this world.  We need money.   We need clothes and food and transportation and a place to live and some heat.  
James describes two men.  We will identify with them.   Unlike the government, God does not set a minimum income that will define you has “a brother of humble circumstances.”  Neither does having more necessarily make you “the rich man in the midst of his pursuits.”  
This is not actually about money, as we will see.  Rich and poor are used to show that it is about our trust in God. The presence or absence of wealth does not reveal our intimacy with God.  Being in need does not mean that God does not love you and having money does not mean that He does.  Jesus’ hearers thought exactly that.  We are tempted to think that also.  When our comfortable retirement vanishes, are we not tempted to think that God has withdrawn His hand of care and love from us?  
Just like our trials in James 1:1-8,  our financial circumstances are also given by God to His bond-servants for the glory of His Son Jesus.   Our text contains God’s perspective on wealth and how it applies to us all.  
· Let the poor man Glory in his high circumstances  [9]
· Let the rich man Glory in His humble circumstances [10-11]
· Let both Glory in the eternal wealth and life of Christ [12]
Let the poor man Glory in his high circumstances  [9]

James 1:9  9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position;
The brother of humble circumstances:  For James, this describes his own heart toward Christ.  He is a slave and servant of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, all that comes to him he welcomes.  He is content with what His Good Master desires for him, because he has become enthralled with the love of Christ.  This is the essence of faith.  It is not doctrinal points about Jesus Christ, but trust in the Sovereign mercy of Christ.  He knows our sin and fallen state and yet He substitutes His own life for us.  He calls us to plow for Him as His servant / slaves while  He Himself grants us rest.  

Matthew 11:27-30  27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.  28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."  

Outwardly this describes someone who has been brought low by life.  It could be by the various trials that James speaks of in the preceding verses.  For certain, it speaks of someone with troubles and circumstances that he would not be bragging about.  The word is used to describe depression, financial need, low social standing and even slavery.   He has encountered and fallen into the numerous trials and difficulties of this life.  This describes many, if not most of us.  
He is to glory:  This is not a suggestion, but a command because it is significant, even vital, to the entire point of this Scripture.  It is important what men glory in.  We are inclined to glory in our wealth and in our standing but, the poor man probably has neither so he has no glory, right?  He possesses nothing of true value that he can point to in his own mind or boast about to his neighbors, family and friends, right?  
In his high position:  But those who are lowly or humble do have glory.  It is called here “his high position.”  What on earth could this be?  Well that is exactly the problem…it is not “on earth.”  It is a position that evades the physical senses and intellect of men.  It is possessed and enjoyed by faith.  It is not all future either.  It is because of our union with Christ who is present in us spiritually.   Let’s see if we can discover what it is.  
Ephesians 1:3-14  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grac  e  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight  9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him  10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him  11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.
· Chosen to receive all the blessings of God  
· Chosen to be made holy and blameless

· Loved as sons because He is Kind to us

· Showered with favor because we are in Christ

· Purchased to be His possessions
· Forgiven for all our sins

· Made heirs of Heaven like The Son

· Our lives by their very existence testify to the Glory of Christ 
· We have the seal of God on us

· We have the Spirit as a down payment on our Glorification by Him
How low are you today?  OK.  But this is who you are and what you have and what you hold deed to, in Christ.  Your safe deposit box is full of treasure.  And it is because Christ has loved you and set His love on you.  He has bought you and you are His.  What He owns, you own.  His righteousness and riches before the father are yours.  They are coming.  The will cannot be revoked.  The seal cannot be broken and the down payment on your eternal life cannot be withdrawn.  You are rich and high and exalted and lifted up and loved and cared for and valued and wanted because Jesus is all those things to God and you are united to Him.  Apart from Christ you are condemned and lost and hopeless and helpless.  Christ Jesus is YOUR TREASURE.   
Psalm 100:1 - 101:1  A Psalm for Thanksgiving. Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth.  2 Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing.  3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name.  5 For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.  

Let the rich man Glory in His humble circumstances [10-11]

James 1:10-11  10 and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away.  11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.
The rich man is to glory in his humiliation:  “His humiliation” is clearly his mortality as we will see in the rest of the verse.  Scripture speaks to a rich believer here, but the advice is valid for anyone.   
The sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass:  The world itself destroys what it makes.  Earthly riches are from the earth.  The earth will destroy them.  This is the way of a cursed world.  It is folly to believe that we alone will escape its touch.  That our wealth or lives are enduring and safe from all harm.  
The insurance industry is built on this allusion.  If something happens you are protected, but no one really is.  I am not saying that we should not have insurance.  It is helpful and does often protect us from temporal losses, because we planned ahead and bought it.  But, the nature of things is that insurance companies can fail too, even though it has been a long time since they did.  The government says it will back the insurance company, but governments have a way of running out of money too and they will act in their own interests when they do.  To trust in riches, insurance, medicine or government is folly. 
Its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed:  Those mutual funds and other investments that were going to pay us millions in 2001 are sinking fast.  The beauty of riches is fading rapidly. 
So too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away:  Even more alarming and the one thing that every person must apprehend.  What the earth does to itself and its riches, it also does to us.   Have you ever dragged out some of those High School pictures?  If you are young, have you ever looked at a wedding picture of your parents and just marveled.  What ever happened to them?  How could they changed so much?
Well, Scripture answers those questions right here.  We are mortal.  That is the nature of this life on earth  These realities are intended to drive us to God, who is the giver of life.  Many men behave as if they will never die.  Their wealth seems to insulate them from the suffering of the rest of us.  They are greatly tempted to pride and unbelief.   David saw it in his day:
Psalm 73:1-19  Surely God is good to Israel, To those who are pure in heart!  2 But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling, My steps had almost slipped.  3 For I was envious of the arrogant As I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  4 For there are no pains in their death, And their body is fat.  5 They are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like mankind.  6 Therefore pride is their necklace; The garment of violence covers them.  7 Their eye bulges from fatness; The imaginations of their heart run riot.  8 They mock and wickedly speak of oppression….. 12 Behold, these are the wicked; And always at ease, they have increased in wealth……  16 When I pondered to understand this, It was troublesome in my sight  17 Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end.  18 Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction.  19 How they are destroyed in a moment! They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors!
What David understood is this;  Life ends just as surely and suddenly for the wealthy as it does for the poor and even the middle class.    If you are a rich man you had better know it and not glory in your wealth, but seek God, who is the source of Eternal Life and wealth  If you are poor you had better seek God who is the source of Eternal Life and Treasure.  Jesus addresses both men in the Sermon on the Mount saying: 
Matthew 6:19-21   19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Matthew 6:28-33   28 "And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,  29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  30 "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!  31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?'  32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

The rich will lose all things in this world.  If they do not seek God through Christ they themselves will be lost.  The poor have nothing in this world, but if they do not seek God through Christ they will have nothing in the world to come either.  
Let both Glory in the eternal wealth and life of Christ [12]

James 1:12  12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial:  Both poor and rich.  The trials of this life are temporal whether you are poor or rich.  All men face God in the end with no earthly wealth or merit to plead with.  There are no riches that endure.  Only God’s riches are eternal and He gives them to both rich and poor equally in Christ.   
Once he has been approved:  “Approved” is the same as “testing”  in verse three.  Let’s go over this idea once more.  God is not testing us to see what we will do.  He is testing us so that we will see what He will and can do.  We are tested and approved when our lives [whether we are poor or rich] are sustained by our Glorious Master and Lord Jesus Christ through every circumstance [testing] of this life.   
God has given one man humble circumstances, but his confidence is in Christ to save and care for him in His humble circumstances.  
The Master has given another,  much more, but that man’s trust is also in Christ alone. He too treasures Christ beyond all other things.  Both poor and rich have trusted in Christ alone and He has become the treasure of them  both.    
He will receive the crown of life:  Both will receive the crown.  This is not a ruler’s crown, but a victor’s Crown.  You get it for doing nothing. Your receive it, you are not awarded it. You get it because Christ is your treasure and because you have been redeemed by Him at the cross.  You get it through a promise.   
Galatians 3:26-29   26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.

Promised to those who love Him: Eternal life is not merited but promised to those who love Him.  The Jews of Jesus day thought that riches were a sign of God’s favor and poverty an indicator of God’s disfavor.  They worked tirelessly for wealth and for God’s favor.  Jesus gave life to the poor.  He blessed the poor.  He lived with the poor and even became one of the poor.  
Luke 9:57-58   57 As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, "I will follow You wherever You go."  58 And Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head."
CONCLUSION

Nothing you have and nothing you do can obtain salvation and eternal life.  Instead it is given to you without merit.  The poor and the rich obtain it the same way.  It is given to those who through trust the giver.  In his commentary, James Deffinbaugh explains: 
“It’s something like this. Suppose that there are two men. The first has a 16-foot wooden rowboat, with a 25-horsepower motor. The second has a rubber life raft, powered by oars. Both men are assured that when their boats wear out they will inherit a 120-foot luxury yacht. The man in the rubber raft obviously is eager for the day when he can leave his raft behind and possess his yacht. But so is the man with the wooden rowboat. As his 16-foot boat grows old, and begins to leak, its owner rejoices in the boat’s demise, because he knows that the time for him to possess the luxury yacht is drawing near.” 

Because Christ loved you, He surrendered the surpassing riches of heaven to live and die in your poverty.  Having done so, He then bestows the true riches of heaven upon those who trust Him alone.    

2 Corinthians 8:9  9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.
We commend Christ to you as The True Treasure of all men.  He loves us and has redeemed us from our hopeless life.  He gave Himself for me and to me. He is my treasure in heaven.   

2 Corinthians 4:5-7   5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;
The wealthy have no more ability to buy eternal life than the most destitute among us. Let us therefore lay down our lives at the foot of the Cross.  God will trade your poverty and destitution for His riches and righteousness.  You will never ever merit His forgiveness or His love, but He will give it to you because Christ merits it. Come to Jesus without condition and He will take you in. 
Isaiah 55:1-3  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.  2 "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.  3 "Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
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